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Ocean Exploration NOAA OKEANOS EXPLORER PROGRAM 2014 DISCOVERIES
A Reserxcy IN THE U.S. ATLANTIC CONTINENTAL MARGIN AND GULF OF MEXICO
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deral vessel dedicated to global ocean exploration, ' il . : . ; == S e e e " ] *  Gaseous Plume Detections (2014 only)
ntlc Oceanand ulrot beam, and subbottom sonars is publically available within 30-90 days of each cruise.
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T = & A : ; ‘Exploration mapping (5a) of 19 of the New England Seamounts was.
conducted. 7 ROV dives were conducted, mclndmg ‘the first ever
submersible dive at Gosnold Seamount, (5b) notably revealing hish
densities of bamboo coral colonies ([5c).

108,300 sq. km of seafloor mapped with EM 302

(>NH, VT, MA, and MD combined)

31,200 linear ki mapped with EM302, subbottom and EK 60
=300 gaseous plurnes discovered

679 XBT casts conducted

6 CTD casts conduced

13 mapping explorers-in-training sailed

4) UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE
| October 21, 2014, Following initial exploration mapping (4a) conducted by Okeanos Explorer,
‘the locations of the WWII wrecks Gerran U- -boat U-576 (4c) and Nicaraguan freighter
Bluefields {4b) were confirmed by NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuary. The wrecks were
\ found within 240 yards of each another. 4b&4c image source: NOAA ONMS

3) DEEP SEA CORAL HABITAT
Exploration mapping was conducted at Stetson Mesa, an area
designated as a deep coral Habitat Area of Particular Concern in
2010 by the Southern Atlantic Fishery Management Council. High
resolution multibeam bathymetry (3a) revealed complex
toposraphy, while multibeam bottom backscatter data indicated
complex variable bottom typesin the region. (3b).
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Following _guid,_am:efr_qm the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management based on Ny N < \ LA /' f/
industry AUV data, ROV D2 dove on a sidescan sonar anomaly; expecting to find a _— i ‘%:» . - LA
shlpwreck; Instead; anasphalt ‘tar lily’ (1a) was discovered, the first discovery of its \ . . ‘p. — ‘; %
kind in the Gulf of Mexico, A dense millqbéan; survey (1b) was subsequently \ o 0 *e " ¥ o ‘ >
conducted and discovered at least 5 more potential similar structures in the area. \ s S @ . "' ¢ = . .’" - —seeell i 4

\ AL RN PR - first time. A channel was discovered
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